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MASS INTENTIONS to Father Stefan please 

 Sat 1st Aug                                                                                      Vigil of Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   6.30 pm H                                              Pro Populo                           

                                             

Sun 2nd 
                                                                                                                                                                               

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  10.00am H     
11.30am OH  

Recovery from Surgery 
John Foster 

Mon 3rd Feria No Mass  

Tues 4th St John Mary Vianney  10am OH Annette Aldridge 

Wed 5th  Feria  No Mass  

 Thurs 6th                                                                                   Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord  12noon OH Kathleen Hayden 

Fri 7th Feria 12noon H Noah (Int) 

                                              

Sat 8th                                                                                       
St Dominic                                                           
Vigil of Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                       

No Morning Mass 

6.30 pm H 
                                   
Brian Ellis      

                                                 

Sun 9th 
                                                                                                                                                                           

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
10.00am H 

11.30am OH 
Special Intention                       
Pro Populo 

LITURGY FOR THE WEEKEND 1st/2nd AUGUST 2026                                                               

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 

                Masses marked H will be at Halesowen, OH will be at Old Hill                                
Confessions                                                                                                                                                                         
There will be an opportunity for Confessions at Halesowen from 10.30 am  until 11am. The 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed during confessions.                                                                                                  
Confessions are also available by appointment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August                                                                                                                              

For evangelisation in the city                                                                                                                                                            

Let us pray that, in large cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness, we find new ways 

to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community. 

First Friday Friends with the SVP. Parishioners, friends and supporters are invited by the 

SVP "First Friday Friends" for a coffee and chat in St John the Baptist Church in the town centre 

between 10.45am - 11.45am on Friday 7th August. 

 

 

 

May they rest in peace.                              

AUGUST Anniversaries   (Remember in your prayers these deceased members:)                                                                               

Vernon Bissell, Joseph Hatton, Marion Evans, Margaret Conneally, Doris May 
Turner, George Tillotson, Irene Bonehill, Joe Brody, Mary Robinson,  Marjorie              
Gabriel, Bridene Clarke, Marjorie Maloney, Eva Brine, Geraldine  Dolman, Beryl 
May Hopkins, May Tillotson, Sally Wingfield, Kathleen Conlan, Ronald Lingard, 
Brendan Ryan, Pauline Harris, Ruth Chappell, James Joseph Whelan, Irma                
Iantosca, Stephen Peter Gurden, Brenda Ellis, Jean McNarry, Betty Wall and                                 
Fr. Paul Johnson.                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Lately Dead                                                                                                                                                                            

Please keep in your prayers those who have died recently especially John Kerrigan and 

Margaret Mary Alacoque Joyce.                                                            May they rest in peace.                                   

Margaret Joyce’s Requiem will be on Thursday 13th August at 12:30pm at Our Lady and St 

Kenelm. 

Our Lady & St Kenelm BBQ Raffle Winners: 

Children's Hamper   426-430 Mrs Dowling 

Bodenham Arboretum Voucher  546-550  Amelia 

Fish & Chip Shop Voucher               221-225  Mary Byrne 

Bargains with Josh Voucher  651-655  Omo 

Bella's Voucher    401-405  Anna Harrison 

Gardening Hamper    216-220  Mary Byrne 

Pamper Hamper    661-665  Fevan 

Chocolates     461-465  Marie Anderson 

Plant      436-440  Sharon Rogers 

Father Stefan 

Well, the summer holidays are upon us. There always is a marked change when the schools are on 

holidays, the roads seem quieter even though there tends to be more roadworks! (Like Old Hill 

being one way at the moment) 

Ther will be no Mass on Wednesday as I will be at the cemetery. 

I hope that you all have a peaceful week: on an update I have had a better week this week, not            

perfect yet but I don’t seem to have had too many hiccups in my recovery.  

May the Lord watch over you all. 

 

Digital Collections (Our Lady and St Kenelm)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

This QR Code will give access to the online giving portal which                                                                           
can easily be accessed on a phone.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 



Fishing, for some, seems to be the ultimate goal of life. 

We live in a cycle of work and rest, we work to rest and we work when we 
can no longer rest. It is within that horizon of existence that our hopes and 
our lives play out. Ideas about a greater plan, a mission, and a common                         
purpose sound strange to our ears and far removed from the reality of our 
lives. 

For many people the greater aspirations of the human heart are unknown to them. We can                    
subsist on a day-to-day basis and largely get by on our immediate occupations and satisfactions,  
at least for a while. A group of medical students in California were asked to take time to develop 
their interpersonal skills with patients. One student visited a residence for terminally ill cancer 
patients and discovered a curious fact. 

Instead of having to help patients face their coming death, the greater fear was of not having  
lived or achieved anything in life. The greatest fear was not of dying, but of not having lived.  
There are conscious ways of blotting out the greater ideals and aspirations that are waiting to                 
be discovered in the human heart. Some have even settled for “the satisfaction of non-satiety” (S. 
(S de Beauvoir). We experience a curious reality: that we want more than we have or have had,      
an experience that we are being led by our wanting along a strange path, unimaginable to our 
previously narrow horizon. 

We can take the dilettante’s approach and run 
from the facts, we can take the sceptic’s solution 
that all ends in frustration, or we can, with                     
courage, try to recognize what there is within us 
and what urges us on. God’s bread from Heaven 
becomes a necessity only if we rediscover the real 
hunger within us. This is what is implicit in Isaiah’s 
plea not to “spend money on what cannot nourish 
and your wages on what fails to satisfy” (v.2). 

This was the real lesson Jesus wanted to impart in 
his miracle of feeding the multitude: “work for 
food that endures for eternal life” (John 6:27). 

 

 

 

 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 
Entrance Antiphon 
O God, come to my assistance; 
O Lord, make haste to help me! 
You are my rescuer, my help; 
O Lord, do not delay. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Response:  You open your hand and 
fulfil us, O Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God. 
Alleluia. 
 
Communion Antiphon                                                             
I am the bread of life, says the Lord; 
whoever comes to me will not hunger 
and whoever believes in me will not 
thirst. 

The Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding  Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies &                  
procedures at all times. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for Our Lady and St Kenelm is Shelagh Ash. Shelagh can be 
contacted at:sg.olstkenelm.halesowen@rcaob.org.uk. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for Our Lady of Lourdes is                     
Nadine Hancox. Alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding 
@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 

————— 

(continued overleaf) 
————— 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-3; Psalm 145; Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21 

In one way or another, all of today’s readings emphasize that it is God who willingly provides 
what we are really searching for. 

“Deutero” Isaiah is trying to convince his people of God’s Provident goodness. The prophet 
does not understand why they still search in vain and useless ways, spending “money on what 
cannot nourish and your wages on what fails to satisfy” (v.2). We are to listen to God and go 
his way. 

Psalm 145 reiterates this provident goodness of God, who feeds all of creation and “satisfies 
the desire of every living thing” (v.16). 

St. Matthew’s Gospel recalls the feeding of the five thousand, an episode                                                     
common to all four Gospels. John the Baptist’s martyrdom must have had a                                                       
tremendous impact on Jesus, even though the laconic style of the Evangelist                                                  
does not show it. The story is terse, beginning with Jesus putting his disciples to                                                
the test by telling them to feed the vast crowd. He takes all of what they have,                                                           
five barley loaves and two fish and, miraculously, through the hands of his disciples, distributes 
this food to the people. Jesus’ gestures of taking the bread, blessing it, breaking it and giving it 
are described with the same verbs St. Matthew uses to describe the same actions of Jesus the 
Last Supper. 

St. Paul speaks in a different way about the same dependence of the human spirit on God: as 
we depend on food for bodily nourishment. The experience of God’s love is so great that                      
nothing (except our deviating will) is capable of displacing it, not even “anguish or distress, or 
persecution or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword” (v.35). St. Paul says that not even 
death itself can dim the light of God’s love. Tremendous words for a tremendous reality, if we 
only knew. 

The food from Heaven: in a generic sense, and in a particularly Eucharistic sense, God is                    
portrayed in the Old and New Testament as food for his people. 

In the Old Testament, special bread (manna) and water from a rock is provided by God for his 
people in the desert on their way to the promised land, “a country flowing with milk and                 
honey” (Deut 11:9). In the New Testament, each Evangelist narrates the miraculous event of 
Jesus feeding a multitude. 

In both contexts, it is clear that more is being referred to than the satisfaction of physical                     
hunger. The clear Eucharistic overtones present in recalling this miracle point to another type 
of hunger and another type of food: The hunger of the human spirit, the food that is God               
himself, really present in the Eucharist. 

Eucharistic devotion: a necessary part of Christian life is contact with Jesus Christ in the                  
Eucharistic Presence. In the Encyclical Letter Mysterium Fidei, Pope Paul VI describes the 
effects on personal life of contact with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. He mentions that                         
Eucharistic adoration can strengthen our good habits, fortify our virtues, console those who 
suffer, and move each person to want to imitate Jesus Christ in his life, and, by his example, to 
be meek and humble of heart, and to search for God’s interests and not our own. We are told 
that we can experience great joy in the Eucharist, and that there is nothing as gentle and                       
effective on the path to sanctity as the Eucharistic Presence. 


