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MASS INTENTIONS to Father Stefan please 

Sat 10th  Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord   6.30 pm H                                              Pierce Cassidy (R.I.P) 

                                        

Sun 11th Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  10.00am H     
11.30amOH  

SVP Intentions for the sick                                         
Graham Neil (R.I.P) 

Mon 12th Feria  No Mass  

Tues 13th  Feria   10am OH Teresa Caulfield (R.I.P) 

Wed 14th Feria 12noon H Eamon Maxwell (R.I.P) 

Thurs  
15th                                                                                     

  
Feria 

9am SCH 
12noon OH 

 

 

McAleenan &Billington Family (R.I.P)  

Fri 16th Feria 12noon H Mary Delargy (R.I.P) 

                      
Sat 17th                                                         

St Anthony                                                              
Vigil of 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

10am H               
6.30 pm H 

Pro Populo                                                                   
Deceased of Mcgarrity & Kenna families  

                                         
Sun 18th 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
10.00am H 
11.30amOH  

Liam Hynes (R.I.P)                                                         
Deceased of Shackleton & O’Malley                        
Families 

LITURGY FOR THE WEEKEND 10th/11th JANUARY 2026                                                               
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

                                            Masses marked H will be at Halesowen, OH will be at Old Hill                                           
Confessions                                                                                                                                                   
There will be an opportunity for Confessions at Halesowen from 10.30 am (after Saturday 
10am Mass) until 11am. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed during confessions. 
 Confessions are also available by  appointment. 
 

Second Collections                                                                                                                      

Second collection this weekend for the Kerala Partnership. 

Second Collection next weekend for Maintenance Fund (Halesowen) and Parish Debt (Old 
Hill) 

Fr. Stefan                                                                                                                                                    

Unfortunately, due to the bad weather, I ended up just taking a couple of days off at home, 

as I didn’t want to get caught out with travelling back on the Friday. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
(continued) 

JANUARY Anniversaries                                                                                                                     
Remember in your prayers the following deceased members :                                                                                 
Sheila Carruthers, Ludwik Szygowski, Albert Casey, Catherine Owen, Isabella Rossiter,                          
Michael Gill, Phyllis Gwynne, Helen Bate, Nellie Fuller, Ann Booton, Rose Guilar, James                       
Joseph Healy, Mary Johnson, Dick Dolan,  Patrick Tolan, Bernard Richards, Jeffrey Malkin, 
Angela McCann, Wendy Stone, Thomas Joseph Jeffers and James Doyle, Jerry Doyle, Declan 
Power, Gretta Foden, Eileen Flynn, Norbert Kolinski, Eveline Pearson, George Murphy,                  
Pauline Beirnes, Brian Stone, Mary Spratt and David Jones.    May they rest in peace                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Please keep in your prayers those who have died recently especially Michael Smith,                                
Graham Neil, Colette Moffitt and Pierce Cassidy.                        May they rest in peace.                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Our Lady and St Kenelm (Halesowen) Christmas Raffle Results                                                                  

Christmas Hamper  00126  P Harrison                                                                                                

£50    00112  Emma Hadwick                                                                                             

£20 Hairdressing Voucher 00316  Lily Ash                                                                                                       

Candles   00527  Mike Shackleton                                                                           

Thornton Chocolates 00011  Helen Dickinson                                                                                                 

5x Selection Boxes  00430  Ava Fiddle                                                                                                          

All prizes have been claimed. 

Digital Collections (Our Lady and St Kenelm)  

This QR Code will give access to the online giving portal which can                                                                
easily be accessed on a phone.                                                                                                                             
Any feedback please do give it to Emma or John.   

 

Reflection for the Baptism of the Lord 

Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

Though he doesn´t need cleansing, Jesus pleases his heavenly     
Father by submitting to baptism (Gospel). Jesus´ gesture shows 
us how to respond to his own invitation to repentance: humbly. 
Christ gives lots of opportunities for repentance; his style is not 
to break the bruised reed (First Reading). His call to repentance 
is meant to be heard "in every nation" (Second Reading). 

 

Sinless, Jesus didn´t need to be cleansed by baptism. When Jesus 
says he is undergoing baptism "to fulfil all righteousness" he 
might mean that he is simply observing the Mosaic law and the 
practices linked to a good Jewish life. "Christ is  baptised," says 

St. Maximus, "not that he may be sanctified in the waters, but that he himself may sanctify the 
waters. ... For when the Saviour is washed, then already for our baptism all water is cleansed." 
 

 

 
                                                                                                         

———————— 



———————— 

Christ´s humility in receiving baptism provides a model for his ministry. Like the Suffering      
Servant who refrains from "crying out" (First Reading), Jesus will accomplish his mission                     
modestly and often quietly. He prefers to lead people gently toward an interior                                 
transformation, rather than goad them into external conformity. Our Lord knows the heart 
of man (cf. John 2:25) and realises that crucial decisions are best made in relative calm - and 
this includes the decision to convert. 

In the Book of Isaiah, the Lord says, "I formed you." This phrase recalls the creation of the                  
first man. The first Adam was formed and raised from the earth (Genesis 2:7). He became                            
rebellious. By contrast, Christ, the new Adam, is raised out of the waters. He obeyed the                      
Father´s will. Whereas the first Adam became lost ("Where are you?" [Genesis 3:9]), the new 
Adam won favour ("This is my beloved Son" [Matthew 3:17]). 

The Spirit of God which hovered over the waters at creation (cf. Genesis 1:2) now hovers 
over the waters made new by their contact with God-made-man. Jesus´ appearance marks a 
new beginning for the world, just as his arrival in individual lives brings hope of a fresh start. 

The descent of the Holy Spirit at the Jordan River signals that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit and carries out his mission in communion with the Third Person 
of the Trinity. The communion is a happy one. "At that very moment he rejoiced in the Holy                 
Spirit ..." (Luke 10:21). The Spirit remains a protagonist in baptism, a sacrament that the Lord 
affirms is necessary for salvation. "No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit" (John 3:5). The Church doesn´t know of any means other than baptism 
that assures entry into eternal beatitude. But while God has bound salvation to baptism, he 
himself is not bound by his sacraments. 

Baptism brings about death to sin and entry into the life of the Trinity through configuration  
to the paschal mystery of Christ. In Isaiah we read that the Lord sends his messenger "to 
open the eyes of the blind." People must first admit their blindness, in order for the Messiah 
to work his wonders. "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, ´We 
see,´ so your sin remains" (John 9:41). 

 

Obligations. Baptism commits Christians to participate actively in the Church´s liturgy and                 
"to exercise their baptismal priesthood by the witness of holy lives and practical               
charity" (CCC, 1273). Prayer as well as works of apostolate should be a part of every                     
Christian´s life. 

Just the start. Infant baptism, by its nature, requires ongoing catechesis. Learning about the 
faith is a lifelong task. Constant exposure to solid Catholic media — periodicals, books,                
videos — helps one to deepen his faith. Besides, one cannot love what one does not know. 
Every home would benefit from having a copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church or its             
question-and-answer type Compendium. 

Not for granted. Faith is a gift, and not everyone has it. Two-thirds of the world´s people are 
non-Christians. Baptism, by incorporating us into communion with Christ, raises the bar of 
what he will expect of us. One of the things Our Lord expects is that we support the missions 
in a prayerful and material way. 

(continued) 

Sweet guest. The Holy Spirit acts as a kind of divine software in us, nudging 
our hearts and minds and prodding our consciences. He is "man´s supreme 
guide and the light of the human spirit" (Dominum et Vivificantem, 6),         
defending the faith of believers. Growth in holiness requires docility to the 
workings of the Holy Spirit. When was the last time we made a retreat, to try 
to better listen to the Holy Spirit? 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Baptism of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon 
After the Lord was baptized, the heavens 
were opened, 
and the Spirit descended upon him like a 
dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Response:  The LORD will bless his people 
with peace. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
The heavens were opened and the voice of 
the Father thundered: 
‘This is my beloved Son; listen to him’. 
Alleluia. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Behold the One of whom John said: 
I have seen and testified that this is the Son 
of God.  

The Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding  Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies &                  
procedures at all times. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for Our Lady and St Kenelm is Shelagh Ash. Shelagh can be 
contacted at:sg.olstkenelm.halesowen@rcaob.org.uk. The Parish Safeguarding Representative for Our Lady of Lourdes is Nadine 
Hancox. Alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding @rcaob.org.uk if you 
have any concern. 


