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Statue of St Vincent de Paul  

displayed at Our Lady and St Kenelm Catholic Primary School inspiring 
children of the Parish through the Mini Vinnies’ Group  

 



The Parish Conference at work 
“Turning Concern into Action during the cost-of-living crisis” 
The SVP is committed to combatting poverty, tackling isolation, providing support and offering 
sincere friendship to people in our local communities. We support the most vulnerable in society 
and give them a chance of a happier life. We may be able to help with: 

• a friendly visit or telephone call 
• food 
• transport 
• help to fill in forms 
• clothing 
• furniture/white goods 

We take a person-to-person approach to supporting our neighbours, visiting individuals and 
families when asked, extending the hand of friendship and offering practical support. SVP 
members are DBS checked for safeguarding. If we cannot help because specialist advice is 
required we will try our best to signpost those in need to other organisations that can help. 

Total spending was £8,031. We distributed £6,724 to around 300 families and individuals in need 
by helping with grocery bills, rehousing costs (“home starter kits”) and respite care. We donated 
£400 to poor conferences in India. We gave £300 to Fatima House in Birmingham to help women 
refugees. We asked for 15 Masses to be offered for special intentions and paid stipends of £150. 
Our contribution to the SVP nationally was £457. 

We started the year with funds brought forward of £1,629. We are grateful to the charitable trusts 
and parishioners for financial support. Income for the year amounted to £8,585. Without this 
generosity it would be impossible to reach out to those who need a helping hand during stressful 
and difficult financial times. We ended the year with funds carried forward amounting to £2,183. 

Looking back to 2020 we have distributed just over £77,000 helping families and individuals 
through the hardships of COVID, family crisis, resettlement and economic downturn. During this 
time we have received support from: 

• The Albert Gubay Foundation 
• The National Lottery Awards for All programme 
• The Arnold Clarke Community Foundation 
• The Charles Plater Trust 
• Heart of England Live 
• The Mid-Counties CO OP Community Fund 
• The Tesco Community Fund  
• 1485 Charitable Trust 
• Richardson Brothers Foundation 
• The Adamson Trust 
• Acts 435  
• The Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust 
• Cole Charitable Trust 

We will continue to fund raise where we can because the financial challenges show no signs of 
easing. 

 



 
Thank you for your prayers, donations and practical support. 

Need help or want to join? 

We are available after weekend Masses if you need to speak to us or telephone or text Mike 
Weaver 07714 287867 

President Mike Weaver             Vice President Jane Clarke  

Secretary Phil Salter                 Treasurer Kevin Sables 

 

Money Matters 2025-26 £ £

Funds in hand on 1st April 2025 1,628.82

Add  Income

Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust 5,000.00

Cole Charitable Trust 500.00

Donations from parishioners, conference members 
and Gift Aid 3,084.96

Total Income for the year  8,584.96

Total Funds 10,213.78   

Less  Use of funds :

Use of grants or specific donations to help families 
and individuals in need meet the rising cost of living 
or help with rehousing or respite care.

6,724.00

Support of three Conferences in India 400.00

Fatima House 300.00

Mass Stipends 150.00

Supporting SVP National Office costs 456.88

Total use of funds for the year 8,030.88

Funds retained on 31st March 2026

Remianing earmarked donation to help local 
people struggling with food poverty 40.00
Conference funds 2,142.90

Total funds retained on 31st March 2026 2,182.90



Mini Vinnies: Inspiring the Next Generation of Compassionate Leaders 

Mrs Christine Finnegan, Headteacher at Our Lady and St Kenelm Catholic Primary School 
writes. 

We are pleased to provide an update on the work of the Mini Vinnies this term, as they continue to 
grow in their mission of service, inspired by the values of the St Vincent de Paul Society. The 
children have shown great enthusiasm, commitment, and compassion in all that they have 
undertaken, demonstrating a clear understanding of the importance of helping those in need within 
both our school and the wider community. 

A key focus for the Mini Vinnies this term has been the development of an OLSK Food Bank. This 
initiative has been led by the Mini Vinnie Presidents, who have taken on significant responsibility in 
planning and organising the project from the outset. They have worked collaboratively to consider 
how the Food Bank will operate, where donations will be collected and stored, and how it can best 
support families in a respectful and dignified way. 

The children have taken an active role in raising awareness across the school community. They 
have designed and displayed posters, spoken to classes about the importance of supporting 
others, and encouraged both pupils and parents to contribute essential items. The response so far 
has been very encouraging, with a steady increase in donations coming into school. The Mini 
Vinnies have also taken responsibility for collecting, sorting, and organising these items, showing 
excellent teamwork, communication, and organisational skills. 

The Food Bank is due to open every Friday afternoon at 2:45pm and will operate from the back of 
the school. The Mini Vinnies are keen to ensure that this is a welcoming, discreet, and supportive 
service for any families who may benefit from it. They have shown great sensitivity and maturity in 
understanding the importance of maintaining dignity and respect for all who access the provision. 

In addition to the Food Bank initiative, the Mini Vinnies have continued to promote acts of kindness 
and service throughout the school. They regularly encourage their peers to think of others, take 
part in small acts of kindness, and live out the values of compassion and generosity in their daily 
lives. This has helped to foster a strong sense of community and shared responsibility among the 
pupils. 

Through their involvement, the Mini Vinnies are developing a range of important life skills, 
including leadership, teamwork, empathy, and social awareness. They are becoming confident 
young leaders who are able to identify needs within their community and take meaningful action to 
address them. 

We are extremely proud of the dedication and initiative shown by the Mini Vinnies. Their work is 
already having a positive impact, and we look forward to continuing to develop this partnership 
with the SVP, ensuring that our efforts remain focused on supporting those most in need.         

 

 


